In the year 1838 M. Colombat de l'Isere published two volumes of a treatise on the Diseases of Women, and completed it by the publication of a third volume in 1842. He gives an account in this work of all the diseases of the impregnated and unimpregnated conditions, as well as of the puerperal state. Unfortunately, however, he possessed few qualifications, besides industry, for the performance of his difficult undertaking. His [Jan. work is a mere compilation, often extremely ill-executed, and showing but little critical knowledge ; the author's aim appearing to be that of quoting as large a number of writers as possible, while he pays but little regard to the comparative importance of their opinions.
Such being the character of this book, we cannot but feel surprised that a gentleman of Dr. Meigs's great experience should have thought it worth his while to engage in the wearisome occupation of translating it into our own language. He would seem, indeed, to have found it an irksome labour, if we may judge from the small amount of pains that he has devoted to the performance of his self-imposed task. We strongly suspect that Dr. Meigs has intrusted the main drudgery of translating to some inferior hand, thinking that the supervision of the proofs and the addition of notes to the text, would sufficiently justify the announcement of his name on the titlepage as translator.
To show our readers how well Dr. Meigs is qualified to write on the subjects treated of in this volume, we will here notice some of the principal additions made by him to it?more especially such as are of a practical nature.
We are sure that no one who peruses these additions will fail to ex- press his regret that Dr. Meigs did not give us an original work of his own instead of a careless version of M. Colombat's.
Epoch of puberty. To the chapter on the "phenomena of puberty," Dr. Meigs appends a note on the epoch of puberty and the critical age of the females of the republic of Venezuela, founded upon the researches of Dr. Vargas of Caraccas. From these it appears that in 70 per cent, menstruation occurs from the age of 13 to 15 years, while the most common period for the cessation of menstruation is from the age of 45 to 48 years.
Precocious menstruation is more common in the white than in the negro race.
Menstruation. We have been much surprised to read the following statement at p. 33. " It is well known, that in a great metropolis like Paris or Philadelphia, there exist multitudes of women who do not take the least precaution to prevent the blood of the menses from soaking through their clothes, and exposing their condition to the public eye in the street or in the market-place !" From a very extensive acquaintance with the habits of the poorer females of this metropolis (London), we are convinced that every precaution is taken by them to prevent such an indecent exhibition. By such a position the weight of the viscera is taken off, the power of "tenesmic" resistance is wholly removed, and the reposition of the womb is favoured. We perfectly agree with Dr. Meigs that this mode of preventing the "tenesmic power" is preferable to bleeding "ad deliquium," as recommended by Dewees He advises with Raciborski that the draughts should be taken within half an hour after the meal, so that it may be carried with the chyle along the course of the bowels.
Impotence and sterility. Dr. Meigs relates the case of a lady who died with symptoms of strangulated hernia, and who upon examination was found to have a knuckle of intestine which had passed under a band within [Jan.
the pelvis, one of numerous bridles which had been produced many years before, when she was 13 years of age; and had suffered from an attack of peritonitis, to which she had nearly fallen a victim. Her fallopian tubes were adherent, so as to render their physiological function impossible, and although married for several years, she had not conceived. Sterility in some cases Dr. Meigs supposes to depend upon the plugging up of the cervix uteri, by a thick, translucent, transparent, or opaque mass of mucus, in amount about a teaspoonful, cohesive and ductile, so that it may readily be drawn from the cervix upon the point of a sponge. He supposes it to be produced by the mucous follicles just within the os uteri. For its removal or treatment, he recommends the occasional cauterization of the canal of the cervix with nitrate of silver or a pencil of sulphate of copper, astringent injections, baths, a long voyage, and change of climate.
Abortion. The translator's notes to the chapter on abortion, although brief, are valuable ; he is of opinion, that in the majority of cases of abortion, the cause depends upon the death of the embryo. He alludes to the case of a lady who, at the middle of the third month, had uterine hemorrhage to the amount of more than twenty ounces without losing the embryo, and who was delivered of a healthy child at full term. We perfectly agree with Dr. Meigs as to the difficulty of making a correct diagnosis in cases where pregnancy has occurred, and the death of the embryo after a time has taken place, the ovum being retained in the womb for several months. Our opinion must be formed upon the previous history, especially the dates of the menstrual periods, the form and size of the womb as determined by external and internal examination, the condition of the cervix and os uteri, together with the present and past condition of the mammary glands and areolae.
In Meigs says, and we think justly, that the swelling " is in a great majority perceived first in the calf of the leg, which becomes painful, hard, and swollen before the woman suspects that she has any pain at the groin or in the thigh."
